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done, and we decided that Peake at any rate should
march back to Azraq, where I had arranged for a
small convoy to come up from Aba3! Lissan if any
camels could be collected there. Even if they
found no supplies at Azraq they had just enough to
get them safely back. On the way they would try to
do a little damage to the line near Mafrak, the next
station south of Nasib. Meanwhile we must lie low
at Umm Taiyeh and collect what supplies we could.
Very soon after Peake had marched off, Law-
rence decided to borrow a car and follow him to
Azraq, where a machine from G.H.Q,. was due to
land on the 20th to let us know how General
Allenby was getting on. I think Lawrence was
anxious to make sure that Peake did not encounter
the same difficulties as he had met with on his way
up. He also wanted to fly across to G.H.Q,. and
get some aeroplanes to help us against the Turks.
This meant clearing a landing-ground at Umm
Taiyeh, but everyone was much too tired to do any-
thing that day. Next morning, the igth, we held
a council of war. We had been bombed more than
once on the iSth, and planes were already coming
out again from Deraa. Some of our men had been
killed, and there seemed to be no point in staying
at Umm Taiyeh when we could slip away to Umm
as Surab, an old Roman village on the way to
Azraq, where we might escape notice altogether.
Joyce and Nuri decided to make the move that
night, Joyce himself going right through with Stir-
ling to Aba'l Lissan, where all the administrative
work of our far-flung battle-line had been accumu-
lating for over a week. This left me as the only
representative of the " Hedgehog " staff with the
detachment.